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The present volume is dedicated to extinct crustaceans housed in the oldest palaeontological 
collections of the Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle (MNHN) in Paris (France). These 
specimens were all collected between 1750 and 1880, a period stretching from the end of the 

Enlightenment to the Third French Republic, which also saw the transition from the King’s Cabinet 
to the new National Museum of Natural History, founded in 1793. They paved the way to a new 
discipline, palaeocarcinology, at the very beginning of the nineteenth century. The main purpose 
of the present monograph is to provide a global review of all the type specimens described by three 
pioneers in the field, namely Anselme-Gaëtan Desmarest, Henri Milne Edwards and Alphonse 
Milne-Edwards. An overall review of 94 species described by these scientists and their respective 
contemporaries is presented, encompassing 776 historical and type specimens from the cabinets of 
natural history and the King’s Cabinet to the national collections. The old literature is updated and 
the taxonomic treatment includes detailed descriptions of each species. The 94 revised species are 
assigned to the suborder Dendrobranchiata Rafinesque, 1815 (1 species), the infraorders Astacidea 
Latreille, 1802 (5 species), Glypheidea Winkler, 1881 (9 species, including a new one), Achelata Scholtz 
& Richter, 1995 (3 species), Anomura MacLeay, 1838 (7 species) and Brachyura Linnaeus, 1758 (69 
species). All species are comprehensively illustrated in 742 figures to allow comparisons between the 
old illustrations and the present ones. Numerous type specimens are depicted for the very first time, 
and artistic reconstructions of eight species are proposed.

The Mémoires du Muséum publish the first global review of fossil crustaceans housed in Paris since 
the 1750s. Most of the historical specimens illustrated here were at the origin of the birth of a new 
discipline named Palaeocarcinology.

Sylvain Charbonnier, professor of palaeontology and chief curator of the palaeontological collections 
at the Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris (France) studies exceptionally preserved fossils 
from Konservat-Lagerstätten (Montceau-les-Mines, La Voulte-sur-Rhône, Solnhofen, Canjuers, Cerin, 
Hadjoula, Hakel). His main scientific interests focus on Mesozoic marine arthropods (crustaceans, 
thylacocephalans, pycnogonids) and the reconstruction of their palaeoecosystems. He was president 
of the Société Géologique de France between 2016 and 2020.

Alessandro Garassino, research associate at the Department of Earth and Biological Sciences of 
Loma Linda University, and at the Department of Paleontology of North Carolina Museum of Natural 
Sciences (U.S.A.), is specialized on Mesozoic and Cenozoic sites with exceptional preservation 
(Osteno, Lebanon, Gara Sbaa). His activity focuses on the taxonomy of fossil decapod crustaceans, 
and the establishment of possible phylogenetic relationships between fossil and Recent taxa.



The present volume is dedicated to extinct crustaceans housed in the oldest palaeontological collections of the Muséum 
national d’Histoire naturelle (MNHN) in Paris (France). These specimens were all collected between 1750 and 1880, a 
period stretching from the end of the Enlightenment to the Third French Republic, which also saw the transition from 

the King’s Cabinet to the new National Museum of Natural History, founded in 1793. They paved the way to a new discipline, 
palaeocarcinology, at the very beginning of the nineteenth century. The main purpose of the present monograph is to provide 
a global review of all the type specimens described by three pioneers in the field, namely Anselme-Gaëtan Desmarest, Henri 
Milne Edwards and Alphonse Milne-Edwards. An overall review of 94 species described by these scientists and their respective 
contemporaries is presented, encompassing 776 historical and type specimens from the cabinets of natural history and the King’s 
Cabinet to the national collections. The old literature is updated and the taxonomic treatment includes detailed descriptions of 
each species. The 94 revised species are assigned to the suborder Dendrobranchiata Rafinesque, 1815 (1 species), the infraorders 
Astacidea Latreille, 1802 (5 species), Glypheidea Winkler, 1881 (9 species, including a new one), Achelata Scholtz & Richter, 1995 
(3 species), Anomura MacLeay, 1838 (7 species) and Brachyura Linnaeus, 1758 (69 species). All species are comprehensively 
illustrated in 742 figures to allow comparisons between the old illustrations and the present ones. Numerous type specimens are 
depicted for the very first time, and artistic reconstructions of eight species are proposed.
The Mémoires du Muséum publish the first global review of fossil crustaceans housed in Paris since the 1750s. Most of the 
historical specimens illustrated here were at the origin of the birth of a new discipline named Palaeocarcinology.
Sylvain Charbonnier, professor of palaeontology and chief curator of the palaeontological collections at the Muséum national 
d’Histoire naturelle, Paris (France) studies exceptionally preserved fossils from Konservat-Lagerstätten (Montceau-les-Mines, 
La Voulte-sur-Rhône, Solnhofen, Canjuers, Cerin, Hadjoula, Hakel). His main scientific interests focus on Mesozoic marine 
arthropods (crustaceans, thylacocephalans, pycnogonids) and the reconstruction of their palaeoecosystems. He was president 
of the Société Géologique de France between 2016 and 2020.
Alessandro Garassino, research associate at the Department of Earth and Biological Sciences of Loma Linda University, and 
at the Department of Paleontology of North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences (U.S.A.), is specialized on Mesozoic and 
Cenozoic sites with exceptional preservation (Osteno, Lebanon, Gara Sbaa). His activity focuses on the taxonomy of fossil 
decapod crustaceans, and the establishment of possible phylogenetic relationships between fossil and Recent taxa.

"

292 pages, 742 figures, relié/Hardcover, texte en anglais / Text in English
imprimé sur papier non-acide / Printed on acid free-paper, 220 × 275 mm

Paris : Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, 2022,  292 p.
Mémoires du Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle

Tome 216, ISBN : 978-2-85653-974-3
69 € TTC (VAT included) 65,40 € HT (VAT excluded)

À retourner à (To return to) :
Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle - Publications Scientifiques
Case Postale 41 - 57 rue Cuvier, F-75231 Paris cedex 05
Tél. : 33 (0)1 40 79 48 05 - Fax : 33 (0)1 40 79 38 40
diff.pub@mnhn.fr

Prix (Price): 69 € TTC (VAT included)  65,40 € HT (VAT excluded)

Les commandes sont à régler par (Orders must be settled by) :

❒   Chèque bancaire ou postal à l’ordre de (Cheque made out to) : 
Régie de recettes des Publications Scientifiques

❒   Règlement par CB (Credit card payment) n° 
expire fin (expiry date) : 

Cryptogramme visuel (3 derniers chiffres inscrits au dos de la carte) /Visual cryptogram corresponding
 

to the last 3 figures registered on the back of the card) :

❒   Virement (Transfer) sur le compte R. G. des Finances de Paris 
Établissement / Agency : 10071 
Guichet / Paydesk : 75000 
Numéro de compte / Account number : 00001003009 
Clé / Key : 74 
IBAN : FR76 1007 1750 0000 0010 0300 974   BIC : TRPUFRP1

Nom (Last name) / Prénom (First name) Organisme (Organization) ..................................................... 
...........................................................................................................................................................
Adresse (Address) ................................................................................................................................ 
...........................................................................................................................................................
Tél. (Phone) ......................................................    e-mail ...................................................................

Institutions des pays-membres de l’Union Européenne : pour bénéficier du prix HT, merci de préciser 
votre numéro de TVA intra-communautaire / Institutions from European Union countries: please specify 
your VAT number to benefit from VAT excl. price ..................................................................................

[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [

[ [ [ [ [ [

[ [ [

Frais de port pour 1 ex. (Mailing charges for 1 copy) (€)
Pour une autre destination, nous consulter / For other destination, please inquire

France métropolitaine (Colissimo) 0,01

Union européenne (Colissimo) 16,00

0,01€ pour plusieurs exemplaires quelle que soit la destination
0,01€ for more than 1 copy all destination

Nombre d’exemplaires (Copies)

+ Frais de port (Mailing charges)

Total

Date ..................................

Signature

©
 P

ub
lic

at
io

ns
 S

ci
en

tifi
qu

es
 d

u 
M

us
éu

m
, 2

02
2

Fossil Decapod Crustacea
in the historical collections

by

Sylvain CHARBONNIER & Alessandro GARASSINO

9 7 8 - 2 - 8 5 6 5 3 - 9 7 4 - 3




