
33. APOCYNACEAE
David J. Middleton

The family contains about 450 genera and about 4000 species dis-
tributed throughout the world but concentrated particularly in the Old 
and New World tropics. The two subfamilies treated here are the 
Rauvolfioideae with about 915 species in 82 genera wordwide, and 
the Apocynoideae with about 822 species in 80 genera wordwide. 
In this region, these two subfamilies have 38 native genera (plus one 
more sometimes naturalised), and 119 native species (plus two more 
sometimes naturalised).
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34. POLYGALACEAE
Colin A. Pendry

The family contains about 1000 species and is found throughout the 
world’s tropical and temperate regions. The traditional view is that 
the Polygalaceae consists of about 17 genera, with Polygala by far 
the largest genus at over 500 species with a cosmopolitan distribu-
tion and centres of diversity in S. and C. America, N. America and 
southern Africa. Amongst the other, uncontroversial Indochinese ge-
nera Salomonia and Xanthophyllum are Indo-Malayan, Epirixanthes 
is Indo-Malesian and Securidaca is a primarily S. American genus 
with four species in Malesia and eastern Asia.
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35. SOLANACEAE
Sovanmoly Hul & Pauline Dy Phon

Les Solanaceae comptent environ 92 genres et 2300 espèces ; elles 
sont cosmopolites avec une grande diversité dans la partie occi-
dentale de l’Amérique du Sud où plusieurs genres sont endémiques. 
Le genre Solanum, avec environ 1500 espèces, est de loin le plus 
important de la famille. Dans le territoire couvert par cette Flore, 8 
genres et 48 espèces sont répertoriés.
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