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THE BOOK
The late Pleistocene (~75,000-15,000 years ago) is a key period for the 
prehistory of the Nile Valley. The climatic fluctuations documented du-
ring this period have led human populations to adapt to a changing Nile. 
In particular, major environmental changes in the Nile headwaters, such 
as the desiccation of some major eastern African lakes, influenced the 
Nile Valley environment —although how exactly is still debated— as is 
its role as an ecological refugium for human populations. In addition, 
while the Nile Valley is generally considered as a main ‘corridor’ of dis-
persals out of and back into Africa, differences in field methods and 
the terminology used hamper any systematic comparison between the 
Nile Valley and its neighbouring regions.

This monograph groups together chapters presenting updated re-
views and new data on regional archaeological, palaeoenvironmen-
tal, palaeoanthropological and geological records from north-eas-
tern Africa and neighbouring regions (North Africa, eastern Africa 
and the Levant) for the period ranging from 75,000 to 15,000 years 
ago. Taking a multidisciplinary approach, this book allows the explo-
ration of topical issues, such as modern humans’ capacity for adap-
tation, particularly in the context of climate change, as well as popu-
lation interactions and human dispersals in the past.
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