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Dr. Jochen Heinrichs, professor for Molecular
Systematics of Lower Plants at the Ludwig-
Maximilians-university of Munich, Germany, passed
away on April 22, 2018. A committed scientist and
warm-hearted, selfless person, Jochen was an
internationally renowned bryologist, paleobryologist,
and plant evolutionary biologist, whose premature
death has been devastating to his family, friends,
colleagues, and students.

Jochen earned his master’s degree in biology
from the university of düsseldorf (1989–1996) with
a thesis on the moss genus Syntrichia (formerly
tortula) and his doctoral degree from the university
of Göttingen in 2002 under the supervision of S.
Robbert Gradstein, with a thesis on “A taxonomic
revision of Plagiochila sect. Hylacoetes, sect.

adiantoideae and sect. Fuscoluteae in the Neotropics with a preliminary subdivision
of Neotropical Plagiochilaceae into nine lineages.” In 2001, Jochen was appointed
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curator of the Göttingen university Herbarium (GoeT), and in 2007 he completed
his habilitation, also at the university of Goettingen. during his tenure as curator,
Jochen reorganized the collection and initiated the establishment of a digital
herbarium, which he supervised until he left Göttingen for Munich in 2013 to
become a professor for Molecular Systematics of Lower Plants at the Ludwig-
Maximilians-university.

Jochen devoted most of his time to collecting and studying liverworts. To
gather his study objects, he undertook several expeditions to faraway countries,
including Bolivia, Costa Rica, and Ecuador. The liverworts he collected during these
trips are kept in the BRyOPHyTA EXSICCATA GENERIS PLAGIOCHILAE in 6
fascicles (300 numbers). Moreover, Jochen accumulated an impressive private
collection of bryophytes, which is now part of the herbaria of the university of
Munich, M and MSB.

Jochen published more than 200 research articles, which makes him one of
the most prolific contemporary bryologists worldwide. A complete bibliography can
be found in Krings et al. (2018). His most influential contributions focus on the
systematics, taxonomy, and molecular phylogeny of leafy liverworts (e.g., Heinrichs
et al., 2012a; Feldberg et al., 2010, 2016; Carter et al., 2016), the taxonomy of genus
Plagiochila (e.g., Heinrichs et al., 1998a,b, 2000; Heinrichs 2002a,b), and the
reclassification of lejeuneaceae (e.g., Wilson et al., 2004; Heinrichs et al.,
2014a,b,c,d, 2015a,b; Bechteler et al., 2016a,b), as well as cryptic speciation and
diversification patterns in various lineages of bryophytes (e.g., Kreier et al., 2010;
Heinrichs et al., 2011; Heinrichs et al., 2013; Bechteler et al., 2016c). For the best
paper published in the Bryologist in 2005, Jochen was awarded the Sullivant Award
of the American Bryological and Lichenological Society.

Characterizing Jochen solely as a liverwort bryologist does not do him
justice, because his research spanned a diverse spectrum of topics and organisms
ranging from fungi to flowering plants. By about 2008, Jochen became increasingly
interested in amber inclusions, and his dedicated research in this field resulted in
more than 40 papers on fossils of leafy liverworts, mosses, ferns, lichens and fungi
(e.g., Hartl et al., 2015; Heinrichs et al., 2012b, 2015b,c, 2016a,b, 2017a,b;
Kaasalainen et al., 2015; Schneider et al., 2016; Regalado et al., 2016, 2017, 2018).
He also placed the results of his fossil studies into a broader evolutionary context
by incorporating fossil evidence into molecular-clock analyses and biogeographic
and trait change reconstructions. These papers have opened new avenues of research
and have set standards in the investigation of amber fossils and their incorporation
in phylogenetics. One of the last manuscripts Jochen was working on is “A
comprehensive assessment of the fossil record of liverworts in amber,” an invited
contribution to the commemorative volume for the late Thomas N. Taylor (1937–
2016). unfortunately, Jochen did not live to see the published version of his paper
(Heinrichs et al., 2018).

Jochen served the scientific community as an editorial board member of
several scientific journals, including Plant Systematics and evolution (since 2009),
Cryptogamie, Bryologie (since 2002), Journal of Bryology (since 2013), and nature
Scientific Reports (since 2014), and as Editor-in-Chief of the publication series
Bryophytorum Bibliotheca (since 2005). His contributions to Cryptogamie, Bryologie,
as well as his high expectations with regard to the quality of manuscripts, have
increased the impact factor of the journal and are greatly appreciated by the Editor-
in-chief, Denis Lamy. Jochen was also a member of the Committee for Bryophytes
of the International Association for Plant Taxonomy (1999–2005) and an executive
board member of the GeoBio-CenterlMu (since 2016). His commitment to the
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society of German-speaking plant biologists is evident from his long-term service as
vice-chairman of the Systematics sections of the German Botanical Society (since
2008). All these services to the community, Jochen conducted conscientiously, with
enthusiasm, and with distinction.

Friends, colleagues, and students will keep Jochen in grateful remembrance.
We will miss Jochen as a mentor, colleague, and friend, and honor his legacy through
the continuation of the work that he so loved.
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